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Welcome to the 3rd annual Faith and Fellowship Book Festival! 
 

We are in awe to see this day arrive as the year has been very challenging for both of 

us. From family deaths to other life-altering events (both positive and negative), the 

year has kept us on our toes. Sometimes we wondered if we’d have enough energy to 

make it to this day. Or, we wondered if we’d be in straitjackets when the day arrived. 

Well, the fact that you’re reading this is evidence that we did make it and we’re not in 

straightjackets! (Thank You, Jesus!) We are super excited to celebrate the third year of 

this festival, and hope that you will enjoy it as much as we do.  

We want to thank Dr. Stephen Swisher, pastor of Etna UMC, and all who have helped 

to bring this day to fruition. The people you see in the FFBF T-shirts are here because 

they believe in the vision of what we started, and we cannot thank them enough for 

supporting us. We also want to thank you (yes, you) for taking the time out of your day 

to join us. Whether you’re a participating author, reader, or simply curious about what 

this festival was about, we appreciate your presence.  

We encourage you to optimize your experience by visiting the authors’ tables and 

siting in on their panels. Whether you’re a casual or avid reader, there are plenty of 

books from which to choose. With Christmas right around the corner, remember that 

autographed books make great gifts!  
 

We hope that you will leave the festival feeling much better than you did when you 

came. Be sure to mark your calendar. God willing, we’ll see you again on the first 

Saturday next December.  

Many Blessings,  

Yolonda Tonette Sanders and Cindy Thomson  

FFBF Founders and Organizers 

P.S. We would like to expand the FFBF planning committee. If you are interested in 

becoming a member, please contact us! 

  

 

 

Yolonda’s Contact Info:  

Website: www.yoproductions.net 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/yoproductions 

Twitter: @ytsanders 

 

Cindy’s Contact Info:  

Website: www.cindyswriting.com  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/cindyswriting   

Twitter: @cindyswriting  

 

Email: ffbookfestival@gmail.com  

Website: https://ytsanders.wixsite.com/faithfellowshipbooks 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/faithandfellowshipbookfestival 



This year’s festival is dedicated to the memory of Mary Deavers. Mary was a big 

supporter of the festival and an avid reader. We honor her memory by continuing this 

ministry.  



Pastor Steve and the Swisher Family welcome you to Etna 

UMC and the 2019 Faith and Fellowship Book Festival. 

  

May this Christmas be full of joy, blessings, and peace! 



10:00   Festival Opens 

  

All day — Children’s activities. Look for authors Deborah Boerema, Aileen Stewart, and Donna Wyland 

along with our team of volunteers for some fun crafts and activities. 

             

11:00–11:50 a.m.  — Author Panel 1: The Story Behind the Story: Why these writers wrote their books: Amy 

Blake, Carole Brown, DiAnn Mills, Cindy Thomson,  Rebecca Waters. 

             

12:00–1:00 p.m. — Poetry Corner Readings: Open mic. Everyone welcome to read his/her own poetry or 

others! 

             

12:30–1:20 p.m.  — Workshop  for tweens and teens with author JPC Allen.  

Ever dream of getting all those stories out of your head and into print? Join YA author JPC Allen as she 

guides you through the steps of creating characters, establishing settings, and concocting plots that get your 

story ready for publication.             

  

12:30–1:20 p.m. — Workshop with author DiAnn Mills: Quirky Characterization and Quirkier Backstory.  

Developing a worthy character is the heart of every novel. A writer weaves novel-writing techniques to reveal 

the character's personality, and backstory (life experiences) points to the why of behavior. Characters reveal 

themselves in how they react and respond to the world around them. On their adventure, they discover their 

strengths and weaknesses, victories and defeat. This topic shows the writer how to create the unforgettable 

character that leaves the reader wanting more. 

  

1:30–2:20 p.m. — Workshop with author Donna Wyland: How to Write and Publish Your Book. 

In this session you will learn what it takes to write and publish your book, start to finish. We'll discuss the 

typical timeline necessary to self-publish a book, where to find cover designers and editors, and how much to 

expect to pay for quality work. 

             

2:40–3:20 p.m. — DiAnn Mills Speaker: The Writer's Life 

             

3:30–4:20 p.m. Author Panel 2: Inspirational romance is a popular genre. Come hear what inspires these 

authors and hear the background of their stories. Halle Bridgeman, Rebecca DeMarino, Sara L. Foust, Patty 

Smith Hall, Sandra Merville Hart, Zoe M. McCarthy.       

  

4:30 Festival Closes              

2019 Faith and Fellowship Book Festival Schedule 



2018 Faith and Fellowship Book Festival Book Synopses 

Featured Author’s Title 

Participating Authors’ Titles 

Fatal Strike by DiAnn Mills  

There’s a killer on the loose in Galveston, targeting law enforcement officials and using a fatal injection of 

snake venom to take them down. Authorities have reasons to believe the Veneno gang is behind the hits, and 

FBI Agents Leah Riesel and Jon Colbert team up to track down those responsible. Their best lead is an 

eyewitness who identifies a young man dumping the third body on a church doorstep. But their suspect has 

gone into hiding, and those closest to him are reluctant to reveal anything that might help investigators find 

him. 

 

As Leah and Jon check connections among the victims and dig deeper into motives, they discover 

appearances may be deceiving. Someone is desperate to keep their secrets hidden, and Leah and Jon must 

face their greatest fears in order to stop the next fatal strike.  

Tie-Dyed by Amy C. Blake 

Nat Montgomery is an expert hider. With a promiscuous addict mother, Nat has perfected the art of 
concealing herself behind humor. An art history major at the Smithsonian American History museum, Nat 
receives a nineteenth-birthday gift from her grandmother, who died six months previously, a laptop 
containing time-release videos of Gigi’s revelations about Nat’s grandfather, murdered in 1964 when he 
worked for a secret racial reconciliation group that met after hours in the Smithsonians. The murderer was 
never found, and Gigi’s family always believed he abandoned her and her unborn child. Knowing the hole 
Grandpa Bobby’s disappearance left in Gigi’s heart, Nat resolves to discover the truth of what happened to 
him. When her roommate disappears after asking questions about the past, Nat fears Bobby’s killer is still a 
threat. Nat determines to find the person who kidnapped Cadence and may have killed her grandfather 50 
years earlier.  

The Innkeeper’s Dog by Deborah Boerema 

The Innkeeper's Dog is a heartwarming family Christmas story with a year-round message. It tells about 
Thaniel the Spaniel, the only animal in the stable to miss seeing Baby Jesus. As Thaniel’s animal friends and 
the innkeeper’s son help him feel special, readers discover that, like Thaniel, they were each created with 
special gifts.  
  

Valerie’s Verdict by Hallee Bridgeman 

Since boyhood days, Brad has always carried a flame for Valerie. Her engagement to another man shattered 
his dreams. When she comes home, battered and bruised, recovering from a nearly fatal relationship, he 
prays God will use him to help her heal.  

Sabatoged Christmas by Carole Brown 

Toni DeLuca, the Italian owner of DeLuca Construction, finds herself confronted with doubts about her 
father and his possible deceptions—all because of the mysterious pink notes she's been receiving. Relations 
with Perrin Douglas who has a troubling history—but the first man in years who's interested her—is 
building to a peak. Yet Perrin's own personal problems and his doubts about women and God, keep getting 
in the way. Gossip, a Spanish proposal, an inheritance, and a sabotaged construction business may ruin 
Christmas for Toni's employees as well as her own happiness. Will a mysterious person succeed in pulling 
off the biggest scam Appleton, West Virginia has ever seen? And will this culprit destroy Toni's last chance 
at happiness with the man of her dreams?  



Participating Authors’ Titles (cont.) 

To Follower Her Heart by Rebecca DeMarino  

Duty and love are powerful forces. Only one has the power to make her life complete. In 1664 Patience Terry 
is devastated to learn that Captain Jeremy Horton's ship has been shipwrecked off the coast of Barbados. 
There were no survivors. She had hoped that Jeremy would someday give up the sea and settle down with her 
in Southold, Long Island. Unaware his memorial service is being planned, Jeremy sails aboard a British 
warship with secret orders to attack New Amsterdam and claim it for the British Crown. When he makes his 
surprise return to Southold--and to an overjoyed Patience--it's not quite the happily-ever-after his beloved 
had hoped for. With a finely tuned sense for authentic historical characters and settings, Rebecca DeMarino 
plunges you into a world of tall ships, daring journeys, and yearning hearts.  

Rarity Mountain by Sara L. Foust 

Simon Fincuff and Fern Strongbow have nothing in common. Simon has served his sentence, but his past 
conviction still haunts him. Fern is a veterinarian and grew up on an off-the-grid homestead. The one thing 
they share? Each has a dark secret they would do almost anything to protect. When their current careers are 
yanked away, they are left scrambling to pick up the pieces. A reality television show falls into their paths, 
offering a life-changing opportunity that tests their resolve and their faith. These two unlikely partners must 
battle to survive for thirty days in the untouched wilderness of Rarity Mountain with only a handful of 
survival items and a director who is out for drama, no matter the cost. With their lives and their carefully 
guarded skeletons on the line, they will discover how far they are willing to go to win the million-dollar 
prize for Survival Tennessee.  

The Cowboys (Smitten Historical Romance Collection) by Sandra Merville  Hart 

Wade Chadwick has no money until his boss's cattle sell, so he takes a kitchen job at Abby's Home 
Cooking. The beautiful and prickly owner adds spice to his workday. Abby Cox hires the down-and-out 
cowboy even though the word "cowboy" leaves a bad taste in her mouth. Just as she's ready to trust Wade 
with her heart, money starts to disappear ... and so does her brother.  

Seven Brides for Seven Mail-Order Husbands by Patti Smith Hall 

Love as Sweet as Southern Iced Tea Welcome to the Old South where hospitality is king and charm is 
queen. Can lasting love been found here amidst chaotic life challenges? Hometown Bride by Patty Smith 
Hall Marietta, Georgia—1870 Jilly Chastain never lied, but when her mother fabricates a marriage with her 
childhood sweetheart, Grayson Hancock, Jilly goes along with it, never expecting Grayson to show up, 
ready to make their make-believe marriage real.  

The Putting Green Whisperer by Zoe M. McCarthy 

Suddenly unemployed, Allie Masterson returns to North Carolina where she caddies for her father on the 
Seniors Tour. There, she encounters a man who possesses a gift of reading the contours of the green. 
Fascinated with his uncanny ability, Allie’s excited to meet the Green Whisperer—until she discovers he’s 
Shoo Leonard, the boy who teased her relentlessly when they were kids. Despite Allie’s reservations, when 
Shoo must overcome a hand injury, she becomes his trainer ... and she falls for him. Shoo’s grateful to Allie 
for her determination to get him ready for the PGA tour, but he isn’t ready for anything more. Still raw 
from a broken engagement and focused on his career, he’s content to be her buddy … then he falls for her. 
What seems like a happy ending takes a turn when Allie decides she’s a distraction to Shoo’s career. Can 
Shoo persuade her to stay?  



Participating Authors’ Titles (cont.) 

Fern Valley by Aileen Stewart  

Follow the adventures of delightful young farm animals who are just like you. Fern Valley is home to a 
group of wonderful animals who have fun and face some of the same problems children everywhere do. 
Roberta and Mildred Cornstalk are creative chickens dealing with the loss of their beloved granny, and 
they're looking for something to do to cheer them up. Want to know what adventures they find? Want to 
know what happens to Roberta and Mildred's brother, Edward, when he goes fishing, what birthday surprise 
is in store for Betsy Woolrich, or what lesson Kimmy Curlytail learns when she keeps something that isn't 
hers? Then follow this endearing cast of characters as they enjoy their time together and learn important 
lessons.  

Celtic Song by Cindy Thomson  

The Celts have always been a people of songs. Stories, legends, and wise sayings were better remembered 
when put to music. While the melodies may have faded, the wisdom of these songs still rises from 
mountain, valley, and bog to lift the spirit and encourage the modern wayfarer. While music has always 
been an integral part of the lives of the people of the British Isles and the diaspora around the world, an 
exploration of why this is so has seldom been explored. Celtic Song will take readers on a journey to the 
past through a medium that uplifts the spirit and speaks to the heart.  

Libby’s Cuppa Joe by Rebecca Waters  

Sonja Parker is excited to start a new phase of her life as proprietor of a coffee shop in Door County, 
Wisconsin but she soon discovers owning a business requires more than offering a good cup of coffee. She 
must make major repairs to the building as well as major repairs to her heart. Do the former owners, Libby 
and Joe hold the answer? As Sonja seeks to make Libby’s Cuppa Joe a viable business, can she also find 
herself and the God she has abandoned?  

Surrender by Donna Wyland  

What would your life look like if you were truly free? Through poetry accompanied by stunning 
photography, Surrender takes you on a journey to freedom in heart, mind and soul. Also included is a short 
story of the author's personal experience with surrender that strengthened her daughter's faith and changed 
her life. A perfect gift for you or someone you love, Surrender will inspire readers to let go, surrender and 
be free. . 

Titles Available by 7th & Cherry and Yo Productions, LLC 

God First Kingdom Business: Living a G1KB Life by Antwan K. Booker 

In John 10:10, Jesus says He came so that we might live abundantly. All who obey His commands are 
guaranteed eternal life. However, one does not have to wait until eternity to get the best that Jesus has to 
offer. Whether you're a seasoned Christian, a new believer, or one not quite sure what you believe, the 
lessons in this book, if applied, can help you maximize the potential you have to live your best now! G1KB 
isn't simply a book; it's a lifestyle! 

Trapped by Laneta Fullenwiley 

Ten-year-old Janet Farmer’s life is anything but normal. Living with her drug-addicted mother and Joe, her 
mom’s mean and lazy live-in boyfriend, Jan is forced to be the caregiver of her younger siblings. Jan feels 
unwanted and unloved. Depression, abandonment, and frustration about the hand she’d been dealt plague 
her, resulting in Jan making a series of bad decisions . . . some of which come with lifelong consequences.  



Titles Available by 7th & Cherry and Yo Productions, LLC (cont.) 

Birthright (The Obsidian Cross Series, Book 1) by Nick G. Giannaras 

As an infant, Niklas's family escaped death when the entire royal bloodline of Livonia was murdered. As an 
adult, Niklas joined the Teutonic Knights in their bloody crusades across Europe to spread God’s 
Word.  After years of service, he discovers that the army he faithfully served has ill-intentioned motives. 
When Niklas learned that an heir to the Livonian throne is still alive, he vows to help him regain his 
rightful place. At best, Niklas’s oath can help bring freedom to people in a lost country. At worst, it can 
cost him his life.  

Tried by Faith, but Not Burned: A Journey of Trials, Tribulations, and Ultimately Triumph                    

by Clayton E. Howard 

Rebellion (The Obsidian Cross Series, Book 2) by Nick G. Giannaras 

After defecting from the Teutonic Order, Niklas is now a wanted man. Enemies on all sides have joined 
forces against him, but Niklas is now on the run. He and an army of fellow countrymen are willing to fight 
against the evil regime and restore order to the land once and for all . . . if they can survive.  

Justice (The Obsidian Cross Series, Book 3) by Nick G. Giannaras 

With his forces gathering strength, Niklas prepares to bring war against his powerful enemies. During the 
process, he encounters various situations that whittle at the root of his cause and shake the foundation of his 
faith. With so much against him, Niklas may never attain the freedom and justice he desires. Facing his 
toughest challenges yet, if Niklas does not remain resilient, all hope will be lost.  

Mordecai Brown—dubbed “Three Finger” because of a childhood farm injury—was the dominant pitcher 
for the great Chicago Cubs team of the early twentieth century. On October 8, 1908, Mordecai Brown 
clutched a half-dozen notes inside his coat pocket. The message of each was clear: we’ll kill you if you pitch 
and beat the Giants. A black handprint marked each note, the signature of the Italian Mafia.  

Life can oftentimes leave us wounded. More often than not, we miss out on the fullness of God's joy and we 
go through life spiritually crippled because we allow our circumstances to define and defeat us. Whether 
you have a checkered past, a painful present, or a future headed straight for a cliff, this book brings words of 
encouragement and hope for your situation.  

Three Finger: The Mordecai Brown Story by Cindy Thomson and Scott Brown                                   

(Published by the University of Nebraska Press; Presented by 7th & Cherry)  

Also, look for the following titles by Yolonda Tonette Sanders: 

In Times of Trouble  

Wages of Sin 

Day of Atonement 

Shadow of Death 

The Protector (A Short Story) 



 









 



5 p.m. Children’s Service 

7 p.m. Candlelight Service 

11 p.m. Christmas Communion Service 

Message: “One Solitary Life” 
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